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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by De 
La Huerga USPN 6,346,886. (hereinafter De La Huergaj 

1 . A medical support system for supporting a medical care of a patient, comprising: 

a wireless tag carried by the patient; (col. 6 In. 1-38) 

a medical information database operable to store medical information of the 
patient; and (col. 6 In. 1-38) 

a medical support apparatus operable to communicate with said wireless tag and 
said medical information database, said medical support apparatus comprising: (col. 16 
In. 17-40) 

a patient ID acquisition unit operable to obtain a patient ID for identifying the 
patient from said wireless tag when the patient approached said medical support 
apparatus; (col. 16 In. 17-40) 
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a suitability determination unit operable to refer to said medical information 
database and determine whether or not said medical support apparatus is suitable for 
the patient identified by the patient ID thus obtained; and (col. 16 In. 17-40) 

a warning unit operable to issue a warning to the patient when said suitability 
determination unit determined that said medical support apparatus was unsuitable for 
the patient, (col. 17 In. 37-48) 

2. A medical support system as claimed in claim 1, wherein said wireless tag transmits 
the patient ID to said medical support apparatus using a radio wave that enables 
communication with said medical support apparatus only when said wireless tag was 
brought close to said medical support apparatus, (col. 16 In. 17-40) 

3. A medical support system as claimed in claim 1, wherein said medical support 
apparatus further includes: 

a setting information extraction unit operable to extract setting information 
related to setting of said medical support apparatus in accordance with the patient from 
said medical information of the patient stored in said medical information database, 
when said suitability determination unit determined that said medical support apparatus 
was suitable for the patient; and (col. 17 In. 25-36) 

a set unit operable to set said setting information thus extracted in said medical 
support apparatus, (col. 17 In. 25-36) 
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4. A medical support system as claimed in claim 3, wherein said medical support 
apparatus is a radiography apparatus, and 

said setting information extraction unit extracts a condition of radiography for the 
patient from said medical information of the patient stored in said medical information 
database, when said suitability determination unit determined that said medical support 
apparatus was suitable for the patient, (col. 17 In. 25-36) 

5. A medical support system as claimed in claim 4, wherein the patient ID acquisition 
unit is provided on a platform of said radiography apparatus, (col. 16 In. 17-40) 

6. A medical support system as claimed in claim 1, wherein said medical support 
apparatus further includes: 

a setting information extraction unit operable to extract setting information related 
to setting of said medical support apparatus in accordance with the patient from said 
medical information of the patient stored in said medical information database, when 
said suitability determination unit determined said medical support apparatus was 
suitable; and (col. 16 In. 17-40) 

a display unit operable to display said setting information thus extracted, (col. 17 
In. 49-53) 

7. A medical support system as claimed in claim 6, wherein said medical support 
apparatus is a training apparatus for supporting rehabilitation, and 
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said setting information extraction unit extracts a menu of rehabilitation of the 
patient from said medical information of the patient stored in said medical information 
database, when said suitability determination unit determined that said medical support 
apparatus was suitable, (col. 16 In. 17-40) 

8. A medical support apparatus for supporting a medical care of a patient, comprising: 

a patient ID acquisition unit operable to obtain a patient ID for identifying the 
patient from a wireless tag carried by the patient when the patient approached said 
medical support apparatus; (col. 6 In. 1-38) 

a suitability determination unit operable to refer to a medical information 
database that stores medical information of the patient and determine whether or not 
said medical support apparatus is suitable for the patient identified by the patient ID 
obtained by the patient ID acquisition unit; and (col. 17 In. 23-36) 

a warning unit operable to issue a warning to the patient when said suitability 
determination unit determined that said medical support apparatus was unsuitable for 
the patient, (col. 17 In. 37-48) 

9. A medical support system for supporting a medical care of a patient, comprising: 

a patient's wireless tag carried by the patient; (col. 6 In. 1-38) 
a diagnosis/treatment member's wireless tag attached to a diagnosis/treatment 
member; (col. 17 In. 37-48) 
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a medical information database operable to store medical information of the 
patient; and (col. 6 In. 1-38) 

a medical support apparatus operable to communicate with the patient's wireless 
tag, said diagnosis/treatment member's wireless tag and said medical information 
database, said medical support apparatus comprising: (col. 16 In. 18-40) 

a patient ID acquisition unit operable to obtain a patient ID for identifying the 
patient from the patient's wireless tag when the patient approached said medical 
support apparatus sufficiently; (col. 6 In. 1-38) 

a diagnosis/treatment member ID acquisition unit operable to obtain a 
diagnosis/treatment member ID for identifying said diagnosis/treatment member from 
said diagnosis/treatment member's wireless tag when said diagnosis/treatment member 
approached said medical support apparatus sufficiently; (col. 17 In. 37-48) 

a diagnosis/treatment member determination unit operable to refer to said 
medical information database and determine whether or not said diagnosis/treatment 
member identified by said diagnosis/treatment member ID obtained by said 
diagnosis/treatment member ID acquisition unit is suitable for the patient identified by 
the patient ID obtained by the patient ID acquisition unit; and (col. 17 In. 37-48) 

a warning unit operable to issue a warning to the patient when said 
diagnosis/treatment member determination unit determined that said 
diagnosis/treatment member was unsuitable, (col. 17 In. 37-48) 

10. A medical support system as claimed in claim 9, wherein the patient's wireless tag 
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transmits the patient ID to said medical support apparatus using a radio wave that 
enables communication with said medical support apparatus only when the patient's 
wireless tag approached said medical support apparatus sufficiently, (col. 10 In. 19-38) 

1 1 . A medical support system as claimed in claim 9, wherein said diagnosis/treatment 
member's wireless tag transmits said diagnosis/treatment member ID to said medical 
support apparatus using a radio wave that enables communication with said medical 
support apparatus only when said diagnosis/treatment member's wireless tag 
approached said medical support apparatus sufficiently, (col. 10 In. 19-38) 

12. A medical support system as claimed in claim 9, further comprising a nurse's 
wireless tag held by a nurse, wherein said medical support apparatus further includes: 

a nurse ID acquisition unit operable to obtain a nurse ID for identifying said nurse 
from said nurse's wireless tag when said nurse approached said medical support 
apparatus sufficiently; and 

a nurse determination unit operable to refer to said medical information database 
and determine whether or not said nurse identified by said nurse ID obtained by said 
nurse ID acquisition unit is in charge of the patient identified by the patient ID obtained 
by the patient ID acquisition unit, and wherein 

said warning unit issues said warning in a case where said nurse is not in charge 
of the patient, (col. 15 In. 25-44) 
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13. A medical support system as claimed in claim 12, wherein said nurse's wireless tag 
transmits said nurse ID to said medical support apparatus using a radio waves that 
enables communication with said medical support apparatus only when said nurse's 
wireless tag approached said medical support apparatus sufficiently, (col. 15 In. 25-44) 

14. A medical support system as claimed in claim 9, wherein said diagnosis/treatment 
member is medicine, 

said diagnosis/treatment member's wireless tag is attached to a holder of said 
medicine, and (col. 17 In. 37-48) 

said warning unit issues said warning when said diagnosis/treatment member 
determination unit determined that said medicine was unsuitable for the patient, (col. 17 
In. 37-48) 

15. A medical support system as claimed in claim 14, wherein said medical information 
database stores a dosing schedule of said medicine to the patient and a dosing history 
containing dates and times at which said medicine was dosed to the patient to 
correspond to the patient, (col. 29 In. 16-31) 

said medical support apparatus further includes a dosing timing determination 
unit operable to determine whether or not a dosing timing of said medicine identified by 
said diagnosis/treatment member ID obtained by said diagnosis/treatment member ID 
acquisition unit to the patient identified by the patient ID obtained by the patient ID 
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acquisition unit, based on said dosing schedule and said dosing history, and (col. 29 In. 
16-31) 

said warning unit issues said warning to the patient when said dosing timing 
determination unit determined that said dosing timing was improper, (col. 29 In. 16-31) 

16. A medical support system as claimed in claim 9, further comprising a medication 
error management database operable to store improper combinations of a 
disease/injury and said diagnosis/treatment member, wherein (col. 17 In. 37-48) 

said medical support apparatus further includes a medication error determination 
unit operable to extract a disease/injury of the patient identified by the patient ID 
obtained by the patient ID acquisition unit from said medical information database and 
determine whether or not a combination of said disease/injury thus extracted and said 
diagnosis/treatment member identified by said diagnosis/treatment member ID obtained 
by said diagnosis/treatment member ID acquisition unit is improper by referring to said 
medication error management database, and wherein (col. 17 In. 37-48) 

said warning unit issues said warning to the patient when said medication error 
determination unit determined said combination was improper, (col. 17 In. 37-48) 

17. A medical support apparatus for supporting a medical care of a patient, comprising: 

a patient ID acquisition unit operable to obtain a patient ID for identifying the 
patient from a patient's wireless tag carried by the patient when the patient approached 
said medical support apparatus sufficiently; (col. 6 In. 1-38) 
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a diagnosis/treatment member ID acquisition unit operable to obtain a 
diagnosis/treatment member ID for identifying a diagnosis/treatment member from a 
diagnosis/treatment member's wireless tag attached to said diagnosis/treatment 
member when said diagnosis/treatment member approached said medical support 
apparatus sufficiently; (col. 17 In. 37-48) 

a diagnosis/treatment member determination unit operable to refer to a medical 
information database that stores medical information of the patient and determine 
whether or not said diagnosis/treatment member identified by said diagnosis/treatment 
member ID thus obtained is suitable for the patient identified by the patient ID thus 
obtained; and (col. 17 In. 37-48) 

a warning unit operable to issue a warning to the patient when said 
diagnosis/treatment member determination unit determined that said 
diagnosis/treatment member was unsuitable for the patient, (col. 17 In. 37-48) 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mohamed Ahmed whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1537. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Max Hindenburg can be reached on 571-272-4726. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
, you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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